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Jakarta, May 24 -- A sharper focus on poverty alleviation, improved food security and 
conservation of the environment will characterise the research programmes of the world’s 
largest international research consortium for agriculture. In concluding its four-day annual 
meeting, the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) decided 
that its research programmes to 2000 wiil be skewed in favour of the poor. 
“We would fail in our noble mission if our work was not sharply aimed at fighting the 
misery and hunger of small farmers and landless poor. We must particularly work for the 
women among the poor because they are usually poorer than men,” said CGLAR Chairman 
Ismail Serageldin who is also Vice President of the World Bank for Environmentally 
Sustainable Development. “Some 800 miilion people, half of them in Asia, are stil1 
desparately poor, and most of them suffer hunger and malnutrition. Only through the 
power of agriculture with its employment and income-raising potential can we hope to 
relieve these people’s suffering. The CGIAR will be following the advice of the eminent 
Indian scientist M.S. Swaminathan who said: A development activity is good if it is pro-poor, 
pro-women, andpro-environment,” Chairman Serageldin added. 
The Group endorsed a novel approach to medium-term planning proposed by its Technical 
Advisory Committee. All research activities carried out by the Group’s 16 international 
agricultural research centres located mostly in developing countries will be weighed in 
favour of the poor in developing countries by attaching higher value to those activities that 
benefit poor people and women among them, with an additional emphasis on poorest 
countries and disadvantaged regions in them. 
CGIAR conducts research for more sustainable and productive cultivation of basic food 
crops such as grains, roots, tubers and legumes which form the bulk of poor people’s diets 
and, overall, account for 75 percent of the calorie and protein intake in developing 
countries. 
“We strive to help our partners in developing countries eliminate the worst of hunger, 
poverty and unemployment. Our centres provide technologies and know-how that raise the 
incomes of small farmers, create employment for the landless, and benefit all poor in urban 
and rural areas through more plentiful and less expensive food,” explained Dr. Serageldin. 
“However, we must closely collaborate and coordinate our work with our research 
partners in the developing and developed world. Our centres, taken together, constitute 
only 4 percent of the global agricultural research effort in and for developing countries. 
Without the other 96 percent we cannot succeed.” 
The CGIAR meeting was a milestone in the Group’s efforts to reach out to a multitude of 
research institutions in developing countries, farmers’ organisations, non-governmental 
organisations, and the private sector in agricultural research. Preparations for a Global 
Forum to deepen partnerships between national research systems and the CGIAR had 
preceded the CGIAR conference. 
“Only through the synergies of a truly global system of cooperation in agricultural research 
can we hope to bring the innovations and services to the small farmer that she and he need. 
Jointly we must enable them to double food output within a generation. Vastly more 
productive and sustainable technologies are needed to grow enough food and preserve the 
environment for larger and more prosperous populations,” explained Dr. Serageldin. 
Some 52 countries in South and North, international and regional organisations, and 
private foundations constitute the membership of the CGIAR. The Group, which was 
established 25 years ago, is jointly sponsored by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP), and the World Bank Indonesia, a member since 1992, 
hosted this year’s Mid-Term Meeting. It is also hosting the Group’s Bogor-based Center 
for International Forestry Research (CIFOR). 
***k-k* 
